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THE ASSOCIATION. 


No seasons of refreshing can be more particularly 
interesting than those annual associations, when be- 
lievers of the Abrahamic Faith, from various and dis- 
tant parts of the heritage of the Loerd, assemble to de- 
vise means for the furtherance of the cause of Gos- 
pel Truth. Occasions like these forcibly remind us 
of the day of Penticost. Such assemblies, it is true, 
are not jiterally composed of Parthians, and Medes. 
and Elamites, and the dwellersin Mesopotamia, but 
in one sense, ‘hey comprise individuals of almost ev- 
ery nation and tongue wnder heaven. Here is one, 
who but ashort time since professed the Arminmian 
doctrine ; there is another, who has been a calvinist : 
Here is one, whowas once a deist; by his side stands 
another, who has been an atheist. Hereis the aged 
father who once verily thought that God was his ene- 
my; by his side stands an tater:sting youth delighted 
with the peaceful words whieh drop from his lips :—~ 
Here stands-the affectionate mother, who has orce 
been tormeated by cruel anxiety for her tender oif- 
spring ; around her are children, who begin to ad- 
mire the great plan of a world’s salvation, and now, 
all speak a language which each heart understands, 
and every soul narticipates, to a greater or less de» 
gree,inthe spiritual bounties with which they are 
furnished. The plodding policy of this world may 
denominate n enthusiast, the bigot may consider 
me a fanaté to me. theseseasons are full of joy 
and peace folv Ghost. To bebolta multitude 
of old men and maidens of parents and children from 
various parts, assembled in the capacity of believers 
in one God. with cheerfulness conspicuous in every 
countenance—with joy beaming from every eve— 
with tenderness, and charity, andlove, exhibited in 
every look and word and action. is a scene caleulat- 
ed to elicit the sons of angels and .bring forth the 
enraptured shouts of mortals! On such occasions, 
the ** fear that hath torment.” is given to the * owls 
and the bats,” and if cheerfulnes:, and candor, and 
intellizence, and charity, and brotherly love are 
commendable, let the honest opposers of universal 
benevolence, who consider heli an incentive to vir 
tue, attend one joyful convocation of this description 
and learn, that a proper sense of the goodness of God. 
will, can, must lead to practical holiness of life and 
conversation. There, in the absence of every thing 
like fear of an endiess hell. wili be found order, har- 
mony, good will, charity, liberality, sobriety, kind- 
ness. an] peace, tempered with cheerfulness and 
gon! feeling. and accompanied with a permanent 
hope, aed a well erounded faith in God, as the Sav- 
iour of the world. Partiality is not te be found in 
such assembises, for there it finds no food; pride 
keojs ata respectful distance, knowing that reproach 
and contempt will be the portion of those who assem- 
ble as believers in a doctrine reputed heretical; and 
envy dare not show its head, for each individual de- 
sires for, and believes, that, all will at last enjoy the 
same rich inberitanee. 

Such has been our last annual association. It has 
been a * time of refreshing from the presence cf the 
Lord,” and will long be rereembered by each indi- 
vidual who attended, with delight and satisfaction.— 







The christian salutations, the interesting exercises’ 
the pariing beved:cticns of that blessed vccasioa will, 
we trusi, constitute a rich theme for reflection, vill 
another year shall afford au opportunity for other 
hundreds to meet and ** dwell together in heavenly 
places in Christ Jesus ® Good tidings were receiv- 
ed from the east, the west, the north, and the south ; 
and an evident increase cf numbers and faith, indi- 
cates ‘hai a few years move will witness a glorious 
triumph wf truth over error in this section of country. 
Letoui thankrulness be excited—let our exertions 
be reduubled, and let the watchmen upon the walls 
of Zioncry aloud and spare not, that ** the earth i 
the Lord’s and the fulness thereof.” 
NOTICE. 

We have received through tc hands ofa friend, a 
communicatioa from anunknown brother, contain- 
ing a co.lection of passages trom the scriptures, which 
are suposed to maintain the doctrine of future pun- 
isimentin another mode of being. In ce: uformity 
with) a rule wiopted by the former editor of th.s paper, 
it wil oot be pubbshed This courseis. taken, not 
because we wish to stifle inquiry. nor irom any par- 
tevtar hostility, on our part, either to the essay it- 
self, or the doctrine it is designed to support, but from 
a conscientious belief, that « ccntrove: sy on that sub- 
ject would be worse than useless. We bave enough 
‘o doin opposing errors which are destructive to the 
peace of mankind, and in disseminating the knowil- 
edge of Ged’s everlasiing mercy and goodness, with- 
cut entering inio those speculations, which can never 
result tothe acvantage cf our feliow men, Tuaat 
God will not torment his offspring eternally. is a truth 
which we are prepared te defend to the extent of our 
ability; but whether the poor sinner is to be damned 
ten years, or ten hundred, is a question which we re- 
fer to those who have leisure and inclinaiion to dis- 
cuss it. We know there are two parties on this sub- 
ject, and also that each hassome plausible grounds 
for argument; but instead of cuniending upon this 
point we prefer (o maintain the great and all-import- 
ant truths on which all are agreed, and let matters of 
minor constquence alone. With one party we say, 
God will punish sinners as much as they deserve ;— 
with the other, that he will punish thern no tore than 
they deserve ; and with both we solemnly declare, 
that the sinner ceserves n« more than what wili be 
for his ultimate good. Our friend wili therefore par- 
don us for ihe exclusion oi his candid essay, and con- 
sider our motives at least honest. 





FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 

Tn the last paragraph of Mr. Crosby’s communi- 
cation, in the Gospel Advocate, page 284, he iniorms 
us, that he is not conuecied with any doctrines or 
principles but bis own. This appears somewhat sin- 
gular. For thenatura! conclusion is, that Mr. C. 
bas a doctrine of his own. and that his doctrine is that 
of aman; which, it appears, he prefers to that of the 
meek and lowly Jesus. Now Lask; has Mr. C, 
fyund a better doctrine, than that which was taught 
by the Son of God, and bis primitive disciples? If he 





has, shall we not do well to exchange the faith of 
Christ for the doctrines and commandments of a mere 
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nan? Leannot find in my bible one evideuce of an 
angel OF Inesseager of God, having tcsiuied oi the 
imuutatality or correctness uf the ducirmes or epin- 
ious of a finite man; but f find that an angel of the 
Lord communicated to the Shepherds the * good 
tidings of greai joy which shall be to all peop or for 
wat) vou is born this day in the ¢ ity of David, a “av- 
iour whieh is Christ the Lord.” And ote that 
he ts alight unto 
thy people Israel; aad that he must reign 
hath put all th ings under his feet. Mr. Z | ! 
has many passages of sc ript ure ia bis. mind, which 
prove Chrisi’s doctrine to be ofheavenly origin: And 
fhe ts not altace to any Coctrine but his own, it 
appears io me, thai he ts nota tached .o the ductrine 
of Jesus Christ. But does not Mr. C. mamiiain the 
idea that some will be eternally miserable? ifse, & 
he not , 


until he 
think, 


w little in favor of Calvin’s doctrine? We are 


informed that he did not like te have men extend | 


their views beyond his own contrac cd 


iy eg saused the death of Mo sx 
ask Mr. Cxone mure question. ff God has repro- 
hated api oe mankind to eternal disi.cnor and wrath 
for their sias, be:ere the he world. cau 


system, and 


foundation e” he 
he be sincere in ulfering salvation to such reprobates 
If tie above gueiics cau besolved, Slr. ©. will con 
fer a favor by so duing, through (ie median of jhe 
Advocaic. SUBSCRIBER. 





“FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE” 

The following address delivered not 
long since, before a Presbyterian eharen, by 
one of its Members on the sabjeet of * relipious 
toleration’ —He avowed the doctrine of * uni- 
versalism”’ 5 and, in order t> try the question, 
proposed to retain his standing in the church. 
His argunents, however, bad no apparent (at 
least official) effect: the issue was exe 


Was 


DeS ESR ETI IE 


cation for heresy ; or inother words © staed by, | 


for Lam more holy than thou ” 
Brethren and beloved in the Lord: 
Having lodged in the hands of your worthy 
and respecte dpastor, an unreserved, and FT trast 
a conscientious avowal ory religious belief; be- 
ing. (as | conceive.) that © faith once delivered 
to the saints,” wherein it will appear my 
views ure not altogethe ‘Yin untson with the ar- 
ticles and covenant ov which this church pro 
fesses to stand,—it is my request, notwitnstand- 
ing, to remain in your fellowship, that 1 may 
enjoy the joint privileges of communion, wateh 
care, and christian admonition: and, lest) some 
may be m doubt as to duty in this case, 


fact, that scripture authority anc the principles 
of reason, propriety, aud even common sense 
will justity you in granting this request 

Ju this matter our sister churches are pot uni 
form; while some retain their members thus 
situated 3 other let them remain provided no 
open declaration of thei belief is made; while 
a third class make one indiscriminate sweep, 
whenever a member is known to hold (in thei: 
estimation ) heretical sentiments. 

Granting, (wuat cannot be denicd,) that. the 
essential difference arises from the “extent of 
the atonement” (wherein 1 presume you are 
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the Geuiiles, avd the glory of 


rvetas. IT wiil | 


this | 
address is made, with a view to do away, is 
possible, those difficulties, and to estilish the | 





— 


not ail agreed) together with o sther patente prin 
ciples closely connected therewith, baving alrea- 
dy tov much agitated the christian woild : noge 
of which however go to deny the divinity oj 
thie hely scripture S35 the being and perf c Ree of 
Gou; that Jesus Christ is the son of Ged, the 
true prophei, priest, and king, whom the Fathe; 
consuituted and delegated, with those 4 pleuary 
powers aud qualifications requisite to consti ute 
hing the corn} lete Saviour and redeemer ¢ f ou 
failen nature; Uiat we are all sinners by nature 
and pracuce; that we are moral agents and ae- 
countable to our Almighty Creator, on whose 
sovereign will rests the destinies of all bis crea- 
‘tures in time and in etcrpity : that witha 
holiness noimau shail see the Lords that we 
must experience a change of hear 3 must be 
renovated by a gospe! faith, repentance and 
sanctification 5 and, ta five, that it is our im- 
j perious duty as tational, respons hile beings, to 
know, belreve, and prac thee, at all HUMES, Every 
sciipture ibjunction la reference to individual, 
telutive, aud secial dutivs. 

So tong as chiistian professors are defectibl 
in their VieWs ated COnCeplions OL Givine uth; 
cre undble whoily to itt the vail of unbelief, to 
shake off the ietters of tradition, superstition 
fand fauaticism to which all are more or tess 
subject, sulong every species of * dictation” to 
I thei brethren Concerbing tell 
| will ever stand a complete 
solemn and w eights commands so eften Cnuin- 
ed in the uieniog word of Ge theretore, ] 
shall atfempito establish and in the fol- 
lowing pusilion 5 Vids * No ece al bedy, 
called a chuiciu of Christ have t¥® least ware 
{pau schiplure, wor artheortzine 
thom to cast oul oi set aside from their fellow- 
and Coummunion, a member, because his oi 
her relgious creed aves not altogether comport 
with said body: always provided the dispried 
resull ci 





reivious ith, 
barrier to thease 







c 
iiaith 


Cason, 


Shiv 
i 


faiih is the Cousclence 
sent 


as ubove 


as if the pie- 
Mis temaege Vols not dt mMoralzing, 
siated, and that the moral character 
stands fair.” 
fi support of this declaration let it be observe 
ed. itis Guaxim to which all 
of talents, , and picty 
that Goud ouly as our Creator and rederiner has 
the exclusive control of the conscience: it be- 
iy IPE fragabiy bis his sale 
depositary Oo this ground and on no other the 
hterm Provestism staud—it Luther and Calvin 
chad aright to which you all agree) 
from the priiciples of the chureh of Romes if 
oun forefathers are to be jusuficd in their efforts 
tu aveld a spirit of pr rsecution manifested under 
Circumstances Causing innocent meu and women 
to weep, to Dieed and to die, then brethren, L 
conceive the proposition I have laid down is 
fuily established 
Again, tug Coctrine of infallibility is the main 
pillar the corner stone on which, both the Ro- 
mish and Mahometan dyvasties have ever rested 
, and brought to view in vindication of those 


lustalce 


'Tiieologians, 


educaion will subscribe 


Sole prerogative, 


to dissent 
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abominable crusading expe ditions, those holy | tarn to idolatry would tiave on them ; espe cially 
wars (so calied) which for centuries have caused | the Jews, who after all the waraings of the 


death aad destruction to a vast number of the | prophets, still denied the promised Messiah, 
human family ; to the dereliction of every sacred | being a stubborn, rebellious, and hy pocritica’ 
principle that ought to adorn the nature of man, | people; and although they were thus suns 
and which is entirely repugnant to the pure | deep in vice and iniquity, vet at the same time 
genuine maxims of onr holy religion This! pretended o live up to all the requirements o1 
spirit las paralyzed many serious reflecting | the law—Against such conduct the Redeemer 
nonds, aud has undoubiedly in numerous in- |} was vehement and pointed in his reprehensions 5 
Siances, inpianted the seeds of deism and} bat, when he treated on charity io relation to 
viioim, while the true diciples of the meek and! the conscience it was done in such placid ex- 
lowly Jesus have weeped in secret places when | pressive and feeling terms as at once bespoke 
thes vemembered Zion; “hanging their harps; the principle to be heavenly and divine —sei 
on the willows,” because “ they could not sing | Luke 9, 40,to 56—John 9, 35 to endMatthew 
th Lords song in a strange land.” 7, 1 to 5—More might be quoted if necessary. 
‘So doubt those venerable and enlightened | You see here brethren [ am clear of every 
civthans who compiled onr unexampled consti- | charge of which Jesus Christ accused the Jews. 
teuon had in full view this intolerant spirit,{ The tenor of the apostle’s expostilations, were 
this antheehristian dynasty, with its direful con- | analogous to that of their Lord: they were 
sequences iu oso framing that exeellent mstra- | obliged to keep a strict watch over their new 
roont and granting liberty of conscience 3 thereby /converts, being prone to hackslide and to follow 
tolerating all religious, and legalizing none that | judsizing teachers 3 who enjoined the obser 
iis fatal effects should vever veréafter bring aj; vance of the forms and ceremonies of the old 
faulty covenont of works; although their ad- 
monitions were severe Vel the L were asa ays 
bruwads” sw this rei idily subseribe as it re-| tinetured with love and chi rity —Seethe L5th of 
spects “immoral practice” ; but the proposi- | Acts of a dissention which took place sates 
tion Will not apply to the case under considera- | the Apostles, respe cling traditionaiy notions — 
tion. forcharits is unlimited ‘n reference to con-; After a vuli hearing of the matte r, under the in- 
scions principles, unless they are prored to be | fluence of te holy ghost, an amicable decision 
in direct @pposition to plain revealed truths or | took places which, when the brethren heard 
idolatry, the old covenant of they rejoiced for the consolation.” Here is a 
, Which was abro-/ case in point; henee you see atonce what a 
ntredaction of the | righteous judgment demands. 
new co founied © wholy See the apostle Pavl’s lacid description of char- 
on grace’ + all which shall endeavour to show ity and its blessed effects in the following pas- 
‘from the new testament. sages which are but a small part to what might 
When our blessed Lord made his appearance . be selected—Romans 14 and 15 chapter 3 Ist. 
on earth, it may with propriety be said, “dark- Cor. 1,9 to end 3 do. 8 chap 3 do. 12 chapter 5 
ness had covered the land, and gross darkness do. 13 chap. 3 Galatians, 5, & 6 chap. ; Eph. 
> 


the people” idolatry had existed for thousands 23 do. 43 Ist. Peter, 4, 85 from the whole it 


‘ 











curse on this our American Esrael 
{i is obj ‘ected by sume that ** Charity has its 


im jestificg 
Works, 


ware a 








of years, its ascendancy by traditic hary Customs | is evident that Believers in an unlimited salva- 
and maxims, had pe rvaded the whole nhs »l thie “s are in no instance implicated. 1 would 
ask you brethren in view of those solenin ble 
gations by which we are united, what salutary 
effect would occur either to myself or sthe 


withthe exception of some few instances among 
the Jews, who retained copies of the Hebrew 
scriptures 3 which, in there original forms were 


9 » 
glorious and expensive. yet had been se muti- | church ander circumstances as stated. Will it 
lated asto become in a manner unintelligible | be a mean of convincing me of the sappused: 


catieneiee 


error ? cestainly not—No scripture trath ought 


and obsolete. Thus situated the Saviour had 
ever to be embraced withont convic tion, and an 


to contend with this maa! ce  adation, those 
Jast struggles of every principle on which vir- 
tue and holiness is supported: hence we see his 
declarations, whether delivered literally, or 
figuratively all went to prove this fact [is 
pre aching was in brief to prove bis divine mis- | to all members in regular standing, particularly 
the condition, the progress, of the Baptist, Episcopalian, and Methodist 
persuasion 3 and ad led to “all others, “ who 
take the ebristian religion as their rule din guide 
in faith and practice, and who love the Lord 
Jesus Christ in sincerity” This is the sume 
jurinciple 1 have atte mpted to advocate and is 
o far as it ought to be: therefore for you to be 
consistent. Task. how can you shut the door 
against vour brethren (L say brethren for we 
y of the universal faith? Tt 


approving conscience. 
Your reverend pastor, as your organ, has re- 

peatedly on communion sA casts, give nu gener ral 

invitation to-the table of ody’ “ Common Lord,” 


a 7 


sion 3 s the design, 
and er issne of all which his father had tn 
view —To ‘ijlustrate this glorious purpose, he 
had oecasion to treat of man’s character under 
all its bearings ; of the moral faw, in its spir 
itvality, the Mosaie dispensation with its ap- 
pendage, types, and shadows: all which were 
done away to give placeto a far more glorious | 
covenant * upon better. promises.” He also | 
dwelt largely on the dreadful effects that a re-! have all one father) 
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is a truth you cannot dispute for we take the 
christian religion as our only rule and guide in 
faith and practice, and have the greatest reason | 
of ay professors to love the Lord Jesus Christ , 
ip sincerity. And farther, our system also in’ 
many of its cardinal principles is much more, 
in accordance with those on which this | 
church is founded than what are embraced by | 


AN ae 


of man, in a world, where all will be y peace. 
love and joy. 

Dear Brethren, [commend you to God, and 
to the word of his grace; praying that he would 
‘manifest to each member of this church, the 
length and breadth, the height and depth of that 
unspeakable love of God, which passeth knowl. 
elge; that infinite benevolence, which in unison 


those denominations to whom a “ particular” | with all his divine perfections laid the founda- 
reques! has been given—Had I time to elucidate | tion of man’s salvation, devised the means of 


th: various tenets which compose the systems | 
of these favoured sects, I could easily make my 
assertion good : but for the want of time I forbear. 
The Apostles’ creed was short and compre- 
hensive. * One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism” 
Now we behold (aside from the Romish church) 
Protestants, so called, divided into twe general 
divisions—viz Arminians and Calvinists.— 
These ave again civided and sub-divided into a 
host of sects and denominations: each one 
idolizing their particular theorems too much 
like eathea Gods comprising as multiformity of 
platfurms, creeds and dogmas of major and 
mine: consequence Hence we see the seeds 
of that inte le-ent anti-christian spirit, which has 
been seted ost for ages in various forms and 
shapes eventuatiog in blood and carnage.— 
Against such a spirit we have heard the audible 
voice of stiiptiee and reason; and, against 
wine h every good man, aod Taope you brethren 
alse wil lift up the standard of opposition to this 
hydra head cf bigotry and fanatisism, that has 
by far too long seared its hissing front against 


the temple of science, and threatened to tear 


diva the very pillars of wisdom, religion, and 
virtue, [lew «dare man thus proseribe wiiat 
Ged wilerates ? Who is on the Lord’s side; let 
hin arise and stand forth. Hore I might en- 
large if needful, but shail only add a few admon- 
itory hints. 

J request brethren before you pass your final 
decision on this solenin and important subject, 
that you pause, examine, consider and re-con- 
sider a.d without any pre-conceived concep- 
tions, views, or opinions,with a feeling sense of 
the magnit:de of the case, looking to the source 
and fountain of light and love for the aids of his 
spirit, act under a full view of your responsi- 
bility as moral agents, your covenant vows ; 
that you have deceitful hearts, continually liable 
to err; and all in reference toa strict accounta- 
bility, to that Almighty Being, who has said lie 
“ will. by no means clear the guilty.” We have 
all professed to love our heavenly Father, to 
love the Saviour of sinners, to love our fellow 
men, and especially the household of faith: and 
let ne most solemnly enjoin it on you that you 
need not fear your love will be too ardent, too 
fervent 

I ask your prayers, that I may not be deceiv- 
ed in a matter of such vast importance; that I 
mav possess a “ gospel faith” which purifies the 
heart and works by love; that I may grow in 
grace, make advances in the divine life, and fi- 
nally meet you with the whole ransomed family 


its accomplishment, and has “ repeatedly prom- 
\ased its ultimate execution,” whereof * Jesus 
Christ the elect precious is the chief corner 
stone.” 


REMARKS. 

We have cheerfully consented to record the above 
address on our pages, that it may be handed down to 
gosterity as an honest protestation against the bigot- 
rv and criminal intolerance of the present age: Nat 
that we suppose all professing christians are alike 
reprehensible, but to show to future generations, the 
bitter fruits of partialgrace. When universal pbi- 
lanthropy aud benevolence shall have conquered er- 
ror, and when the command ** be ye kindly affection. 
ed one towards another” shail generally be obeyed, 
then the circumstances, which cecasioned the above 
address, will serve to enhance the liberty of our chil- 
dren’s children, and elicit their songs of thankfulness 
for the blessings of charity and peace. Then, per- 
haps, they may look back upon the deeds of the faith- 
ful servants of Christ, who now “ Jabor and suffer re- 
proach because they trust in the living God, whoi 
the Saviour ofall men,” and contemplate, with admi- 
ration, the faithfulness with whi e protest- 
ed against the abomi e, 

‘ve hailour ven ho has 
passed through mu sake of 
Christ, and him crucifiéd. y welcome 
him to the j joys and sorrows of our profession. May 
he be sustained under the persecutions of the w icked, 
and may God grant him the sweet consolation of be- 
lieving, thateven ‘hose who now revile him, shall 
ultimately know, that ** God is love,” and will gat): 
er together in one, all things in Christ. 














PIOUS REFLECTIONS. 

“ The earth is fuil of the goodness of the Lord.” 
‘ Psalins, xx xiii. 5 

As our pious gratitude and religious devotion to ou: 
heavenly Father is occasioned solely by a duc sense 
of his goodness, so in order that cur gratitude and de- 
votion may be genuine, and a! bundant to the honor o: 
the giver of every ood and perfect gift, itis necessars 
that such evident manifestations of the divine favour 
should be every where displayed, as may be suflicien! 
to convince every rational mind. The passage whic! 
heads these remarks is at alltimestrue. The earth: 
is always full of the goodness of the Lord; but thi- 
goodness is most visible tous at certain seasons, whet 
the fruits and productions of the earth are spread ove! 
our fields in the richest abundance, and our market» 
are crowded with all manner of gcod things. 
Who can contemplate the uncommonly pleutiiu! 
Larvests which have already been gathered in. this 
season, and castan eye over the extensive fields oi 
corn which is unusually promising. and observe the 
gardens full ofevery kind of useful vegetable, and 
not realize with gretitule to heaven, that “ the earth 
is full of the goodness of the Lord?” 
Can those who go into their own fields, where they 
are surrounded, on every side, with tha richest to- 








kens of a beneficent providence, and contemplate the 
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wicdom, power and goodness of God manifested there- attraction could occur without sensibility : nor 


in, without the most lively emotions of gratitude and 
love to the Father of mercies? Can our citizens go 
into our markets and beliold the plenty which there 
abounds, without breathing out, to the giver of every 
good gift the most sincere thankfulness, and unfeign- 
ed gratitude ? 

Christian readers, let us give thanks unto the Lord 
for bis gcodness, and for his wonderful works to the 
children of men. Let us teach our children to look up 
to our Father in heaven, and consider him as the 
merciful giver of those plenties, which we are ena- 
bled to set before them. They.will not love us any 
the less because we teach them to love God tore 
than we candeserve to be loved. And we shall here- 
by lead their minds to a sublime and rational bappi- 
ness, whicl: they nevercar enjoy while they remain 
unconscious of the source from whence all their com- 
forts flow. 

But here let us not confine our minds. These 
temporal mercies, though vast, beyond the compre- 
hension of the mos: exalted mind of man, are norivre 
than a shori index to an immense volume, the read- 
ing of which will require eternal ages. 


Ifour Creator has so bountifully provided for our | 


existenee here, whicl: is but momentary, and for our 


temporal wants which willall soon be forgotten 
4 . - wd ’.| of the nerves are so numerous that you cannot 


what has he not done for thesecurity of our ummor- 
tal state, and for our enjoyment in the everlasting 


can the existence of mind be conceived without 
the faculties of couciousness, perception, and 
, volition, any more than the existence of matter 
without extention and impenetrability —The 
| possessioa of mind by animals, necessarily im- 
| plies the presence of a brain for its performance 


‘and of a nerve or nerves for the purpose of 


conveying impressions to this brain, and voli¢ 
tions from it, to one or more voluntary mus- 
cles. A system which is not thus gified. cer- 
tainly deserves not the name of animu! As 
we cannot conceive an animal without ‘ercep- 
tion and volition, neither can we conceive these 
in an animal without a brain, any more than 
the*secretion of bile without a liver. 

In order to prove that the brain is the seat 
of sensation, let us observe, that from it are 
sent forth ten pair of nerves and the spinal mar- 
row. These are covered with thin white mem- 





world ? Fellow christians, what boundless scenes of | 


riches and glory are opening to our view, in Jesus, 
by whom life and immortality are brought to light ! 


We haveseen the brightness of the morning sun, | 


have known the renovating majesty of his noon tide 
rays, have seeu a fair creation blest with his univer- 







V Father hath giv- 
life. As the life of the natural 
world is in the sun, su the life of the moral creation 1s 
in Jesus the light of the world, the hi‘e of man. 
ifthe earth be full of the goodness of the Lord 
have we not in this a fair specimen of the resi of bis 
vast creation ? Have weany reason to believe that 
the earth is more favoured with the divine goodness, 
than any other part, or parts of creation? No». surely 
we have not. All those worlds which sparkle in the 
vide expanse of heaven. are full ef the goodness of 
‘he Lord ; and if time be full of divine goodness, so is 
eternity; and if God be universally good temporaily 
speaking, so is he in relation to spirttual things. 
What infinite reason have we to exercise our 
ucartsin gratitude to God, and our affections in love 
‘0 him, who giveth us all things richly to eajoy.— 
With what propnety may we say, ** Let every thing 
hat hath breath praise the Lord."—Uni. Wag. 


ANTHROPOLOGY. 


( Continued from page 302. ) 





branes and appear like small white cords brianch- 
ing ont in all directions as they proceed from the 
brain to all partsof the body. The ramifications 


, touch the surface of the body by the finest needle 


without irritating one or more of their infinitely 
small branches. ‘Uhe nervous system consists of 


the medullary substance ofthe brain, cerebellum, 


s but this is only a symbol of the . 
ie Dr) ss is above that of . 
novating than the 


medulla oblongata, and spinalis, and continued 
threugh the nerves to all parts of the body — 
Parts of the extremities of the nerves, in which 
the meduilary substance is divested of the enve- 
loping membranes from the piamater, being ex- 
posed to the action of external bodies, are call- 
ed the sentient extremities of the nerves The 
nervous system is every where the saine con- 
tinuous medullary substance and being the vita! 
sulid of animals, is so constituted as to admit of 
motions being easily propagated from any one 
part to every other part of the nervous system, 
so long as the continuity and natural living 
state of the medullary substance remains. Ali 
motions in this system give rise to thought, and 
there can be no thought without motion in the 
nervous system. The impu!se of external bod- 
ies act on the sentient extremities of the nerves 
and gives occasion to perception or thought, 
which when first arising in the mind, is termed 


sensation, which gives orcasian to volition, and 


traction of fibres. 


! 
t 
' 
} 


UF THE BRAIN AND THE MIND. | 
Lut a spirit which is in man and the inspi- the brain be free ; and as volition cannot pre- 
ration of the Almighty is to them understand- duce muscolar contraction, unless the ners« be- 


Job 32. §. 


ng. 


Animals, in addition to the properties of veg- | 


vtables, enjoy Mrnp,the indispensible attributes 
of which are, the faculties of perception, voli- 
tion, and consciousness ; ahd perception and 
consciousness without volition arelike vegetable | 


volition produces muscular motion by the con- 
As the impulse “«f bodies on 
the sentient extremities of the nerves, does not 


‘occasion any sensatien whatever ualess the 
extremity and, 


nerves between the sentient 


tween the brain and muscle be free; we con- 
clude that sensation and volition are functions 
of the brain alone; and that sensation arises 
only in conseqnence of external impulse, produ- 
cing motion in the sentient extremities of the 
nerve. The brain seems to be fitted for those 


or organic sensibility, without contractility, use- | motions with which sensation and the whole 
less ; and the latters could not exist without tha ‘consequent operations of thought are connec- 


‘wo former, any more than vegetable or organic | ted. The vascularity and pulpiness of the cor- 
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ticle part of the brain, and of the nerves, give 
reason to believe, there is a very fine fluid, se- 
ereted in the medullary substance. It appears 
to exaale fiom the extremities of the nerves as 
the lassiiude and debility of the muscles from 
tow great exercise, and the dulness of the seuso- 
rial organs from excessive use, manifestly prove. 

‘There are many glonds in the Luman body, 
whicit are fleshy, fibrous o1 viscid bodies desii- 
ned to secrete from the blood, different juires 
designed to serve different purposes in the ani- 
mal economy Thus as the liver separates the 
bile, so the brain secretes fiom the blood, the 
nervous fluid: an infinitely subtle or etherial 
substance, like electricity, in the rapidity and 
enerotes of its motions Vhis invisible gaseous 
fluid emitted trom the brain .hrough the nerves 
tos’) parts of the body, is so infinitely subtle, 
that it passes throagh the nerves in so small 
tubes, that the finest telescopes have never 
been able to discover the smailest passage This 
nervous Maid is the sentient and moving prin 
ciple, i.e. the animal soul. By it all the phe- 
nomena of the mind and body are produced. It 
isequelly the source of tho’t & spring of action. 
This fluid has no smell nor tasie; for the cer- 
ebrine medulla is insipid and inodorous nor has 
it any colour, for the cerebrum and nerves are 
white ITtis of so subtle 2 consistence as never to 
have been detected. [ts mobility is stapendeus, 
for in less than a moment, it is conveyed from 
the brain 
finid. Whether the nervons fluid be carried 


fiom the organ of sense in the sensorial nerves | 


tothe brain, and trom thence through the moto- 
rv nerves to the muscles, cannot be positively 
affirmed. The constituent principles of this liquid 
are eatirely unknown, as they cannot be render. 
ed visible by art, or proved by experiment.— 
When we bind a nerve by a ligature, the mo. 





to the muscles, tike the electric | 


} 


tion of the fluid isinterrupted, which proves that. 


something corporeal flows through the nerve.— 
it is therefore great weakness to deny its exis- 
tence because we cannot see its for who has 
secn the matter of heat, oxygen, azote and other 
elementary bedies, whose existence no Physi- 
cian of the present day wil! deny The ner- 
vous fluid is not electricity, for the nerves ex- 
hibit no signs of spontaneous electricity, nei- 
ther i. it magnetic matter as the experiments of 
Gavian show ; noris itoxygen,jner hydrogen, nor 
azote, tor the first very much irritates the nerves, 
and the other two suspend their action. The 
nervous fluid'is therefore an element. sui generis, 
which exists and is produced in the nerves only, 
and, like other elements, is known by its effects 
“ ‘There is littie inducement, says Lawrence, 
to compare the various animal structures, to 
follow any apparatus through the whole ani- 
mal series, unless the structure were a measure 
and criterion of the function. Just in the saine 
proportion as organization is reduced, life is re- 
duced ; exactly as the organic parts are dimin- 
ished in number and simplifi:d, the vital phe- 
nomena become fewer and more simple: and 
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each function ends, when the respective organ 
ceases. This is true throughoat zoology ;— 
there is ne exception in behalf of any vital man- 
ifestations. 

The same kind of fact, the same reasoning, 
the same sort of evidence altogether, which shew 
digestion to be the function of the alimentsry 
canal, the motion of the muscles. and varions 
secretions of their respective glands, prove that 
sensation, pers ption, memory, judgn ii, i@ae 
soning, thoughi—in a word, ail the manifest. 
ations called mental or intellectual—are che 
animal functions of their appropriate organic 
apparatus, the central organ of the. nervous 
system No difficulty nor obscurity belo gs io 
the Jarter case, which does not equally affect 
Wthe former instances: soe kine of ev: 
comnects the living processes with the macerial 
lustiuments in the one which does not apply 
jost as clearly and forcibly to the other. 

Shall L be told that thought is inconsistent 
with matter; that we cannet concéive how 
medullary substance can perceive, remernber, 
judge, reason? L acknowledge that we are en- 
tirely ignorant how the parts of the brain ac- 
complish these purposes—as we are how the 
liver secretes bile, how the muscles contract, 
or bow any other living purpose is ¢firet- 
ed as we are how heavy bodies are attract- 
ed to the earth, how iron is drawn to the 
magnet, or how two salts decompose each 
other. Experience is iv ali 
if not sofficient j 
conjunction of | 
lessons, is the sole ground for j 
cessary connexion between tiem. [f we go be- 
yond this,and come to enquire the manner how, 
the mechanism by which these things are affect- 
ed, we shall fiud every thing around us equally 
mysterious, equaliy incomprehensible—irom 
the stone which falls to the earth, tu the comet 
traversing the heavens—trom the thread at- 
tracted by amber or sealing wax, to the re volte 
tions of planets in their orbits—from the form- 
ation of a maggot in putrid flesh, or a mite in 
cheese, to the production of a Newron or a 
FRANKLIN : 

Thenumber cad kind of the intellectual phe- 
nomena in diflerent animals correspond closely 
to the degree of developement of the brain.— 
The mind of the Negro and Hottentot, of the 
Calmuck and the Carib. is inferior to that 0! 
the Evrepean; and their organization is alse 
less perfect. The large craniuia and high fore 
head of the orang-outang lift him above his 
brother monkeys ; but the developement of his 
cerebral hemispheres and his mental manifes- 
tations are both equally below the Negre The 
gradation of organiza‘ion and of mind passes 
through the monkey, dog, elephant, horse, t0 
other quadrupeds 5 thence to birds, reptiles, and 
fishes ; and so onto the lowest links of the an- 
imal chain. 

In ascending the steps of one ladder, follow- 
ing in regular succession at equal intervals, 
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where shall we find the boundary of unassisted | 
organization ? where place the beginning of the 
ini: terial adjunct : ? In that view which as- 
simiiites the functions of the brain to those of , 
vier organic parts, this case has no difficulty. 
As the structure of the brain is more exquisite, 
perfect, and complex, its functions ougnt to be 
proportionally so. it is no stight proof of the | 
doctrine now euforeed, that the fact is actually 
thas: that the mental powers of brutes, us far as 


we can see, are proportioual to their organ iza- | 


tion. Ifthe mtellectaal phenomena s finan ze quire | 





| is neither evidenced | by any dire cttestimony » or 

by any indivect proof from its efleets, does ex- 

, Ist, and can tink, is quite Consistent in these 
who deny thought to avigal structures, where 
we see it poling ou every day. 


{ Af the mental processes be vot the function of 


the iaii, Whatis is office 5 In amimais which 
possess only a stall part of the laeman Cerebral 
i structure, scusatiod exists, and ip bans Cases is 
jmore acute than in man. What employment 
sbali we find tor ail that man possesses over and 
| above this portiou—for tie large and prodigicus- 


an immatriel principle superadded to the vraia, | ly veveloped bhuwan hewis —* r Ate we to 


we must cquaily concede it to those more ra 
tional avimals which exhibit manifestations dif 
fering from some of the human only in Gegree 
If we grant it to these, we cannot refuse it to the 
next in order, aid so on in succession to the | 
whole series—to the oyster, the sea-anemone, 
the polypi, the microscopic animalecules. Is a- 
hy one prepared to admit the existence of im- , 
material principles ia all these cases! [i not, 
he must equally reject it in man. 

It is admitted, that an idiot with a malformed 
brain has no mind ; 
half reasonable elephant do not require any thing | 
superadded to their brains; it is allowed that a 
dog or elephant excels iniertor animals, in con- | 
sequence of possessing a more perfect cerebral 
structure; it is strongly suspected that a New- 
‘TON, or a SHAKSPEARE excels other mortals on- 
ly by a more ample developement of the anter- 
ior cereby »by having an extra inch of 
brain in he inimaterialists 
will not ¢7 1e obviodStorollary of all these 
admissions, viz. that the miud of man is merely 
that more perf ct exhibition of menial phenome- 

ma which the more complete developement of | 









the brain would lead us toexpect 3 and still per- | 


plex us with the gratuitous difficulty of their im- 
material hypothesis 
and dogmatically asserted, cannot be an act of 
inatter. Yet no feelings, no thought, no intel- 
lectual operation has ever been scen except in 
conjunction with a brain; and living matter is 
acknowledged by most persons to be capable 


of what makes the nearest possible approach to | 
The strongest adyocate for immate- 


thinking. 
tialism seeks no further than the body for his 
explanation of all the vital processes, of muscu 
lar contraction, nutrition, secretion, &e.—oper- 
liens quite as different from any affection of in- 
organic substance, as reasoning or thought; he 
willeven allow the brain to be capable of sensa- 
tion. 

Who knows the capabilities of matter so per- 
fectly, as to be able to say that it can see, hear, 
smell, taste, and feel, but) cannot possibly re- 
lect, imagine, judge > Who has appreciated 
them so exactly, as to be abie to decide that it 
can execute the mental functions of anelephant, 
a dog, or an orang-outang, but cannot perform 
those of a Negro or a Hottentot ! 

fo say that a thing of merely negative pro- 


that the sagacious dog and | 


Thought, itis positively | 


perties, that 3s, an immaterial substance. which; suspended, they do not say that the mind is 


believe that these serve only lo round the figure 
of the organ, or to fill the cranium ¢ 
‘they wio consider the mental operations as 
acis vl up immaterial being, and thus discon- 
nect the sound state of the mind from o igauiza- 
‘tion, act veiy Consistently iv disjoining insani- 
ty also from the corporeal structure, and in rep- 
resenung it us a disease, vot of the brain, but o: 
‘the mind. Thus we come to diseases of an im- 
material being, fur which, svitably eno: igh, mor- 
al treatment has beep recommended 

1 timly believe, on the contrary, that the va- 
rious forms of insanity, that all the affections 
comprehended under the general term of men- 
tal derangement, are only evidences of cerebra! 
affections, cisordered manifestations of those or- 
gans whose healthy action produces the pheno- 
mena called mental; in short, symptoms of dis- 
eased brain. ‘These symptoms have the same 
relation to the brain, as vomiting, indigestion, 
heartburn, to the stomach ; cough, asthma, to 
the lungs; or any other deranged functions to 
i their corresponding organs. 

If the biliary secretion be increased, diminish- 
ed, Suspenidc d, or altered, we have no hesita- 
tion in referring to chanyes in the condition ot 
the liver, as the immediate cause of these phe- 
nomena. We explain the state of respiration, 
whether slow, hurried, impeded by cough, 
spasm, &c. by the various conditions of the 
lungs, and other parts concerned in breathing. 
| These explanations are deemed perfectly satis- 
‘factory. 

What should we think of a person who told 
us that the organs have nothing to do with the 
business; that colera, jaundice, hepatitis, are 
diseases of an immaterial hepatic being; that 
asthma, cough, consumption, are affections of a 
subtle pulmonary matter; or that in both cases 
the disorder is pot in bodily organs, but in a’vi- 
tal principle If such a statement would be 
deemed too absurd for any serious commeiit in 
the derange ments of the liver, lungs, and other 
organic parts, how can it be received in the 
brain ? 

The very persons who use this language ot 
diseases of the mind, speak and reason coriect- 
lv respecting the other affections of the brain. 
When it is compressed by a piece of bone, or 





' 


by effused blood or serum, and when all intel. 


lectoal phenomena are more or less completely 
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squeezed, that the immaterial principle suffers + 
pressure. For the ravings of delirium and 
phrenzy, the excitation and subsequent stupor 
of intoxication, they find an adequate explana- 
tion in the state of the cerebral circulation, with- 
out fancying that the mind is delirious, mad or 
drunk. 

The effect of medical treatment completely 
corroborates these views. Indeed, they who 
talk of and believe in disease of the mind, are 
too wise to put their trust in mental remedies. 
Arguments, syllogisms, discourses, sermons, 
have never yet restored any patient ; the moral 
pharmacopoeia is quite inefficient; and no real 





benefit can be conferred withovt vigorous 
medical treatment, which is as efficacious in 
these affections as in the diseases of any other 
organs.” 

The following facts, showing the brain to be 
the seat of all sensation, have been proved and 
illustrated by many experiments, both on ani- 
mals and human beings, and completely demun- 
strate the proposition of which we treat in this 
lecture. 

1. The parts of the body furnished with 
nerves, are the only parts endued with sensibil- 
ity ; and the more nerves that are distributed on 
any part, the more verfect the sensation : and 
the fewer nerves the less perfect the sensibility. 
The parts of the body that have few nerves, 
have little or no sensation, in their sound state ; 
such are the tendons, ligaments, bunes. and 
cartilages : but if we irritate the brain or spinal 
marrow, dreadful convulsions take place all 
over the body: and if we cut the spinal mar- 
row or eighth pair of nerves at their departure 
from the brain, immediate and inevitable death 
will follow instantaneously. 

2. If we compress orecut a nerve, or tie a 
ligature round it, all the parts of the body, on 
which that nerve is distributed, immediately 
lose all sensation and motion; but recover both 
as soon as we loose the ligature and permit the 
animal spirits to descend through the nerve to 
the parts. Hence it follows that all sensation 
arises from the impression of some active sub 
stance, on some nerve of the body, and is re- 
presented to the mind, by means of that nerve’s 
connexion with the brain. This is manifest 
from a thousand experiments. The torturing 
pains of a whitlow cease, if we bind the arm 
so strongly as to compress tlie nerve, which 
cafries the sensation to the brain. A living 
animal suffers nothing from the most crue! la- 
ceration, if we first eut the nerves of the parts 
on which we operate. 

3. Though the nerves, which communicate 
with the brain, be perfectly free to receive and 
transmit impressions, yet no sensation will take 
place, if the brain be diseased or compressed. 
If only a part of the brain be injured or com- 
pressed, the parts of the bodv, which receive 
nerves from that part of the brain, become in 
sensible: but if the whole brain be compressed 
all sensation and motion are lost, but they are 





. 


i 


restored as soon as the pressure is removed.— 
Theretere we conclude, that the brain is the im- 
mediate instrument of sensation, of which the 
nerves and other organs are only the occasiona| 
causes. 

4. The place where all the nerves meet js 
called the common sensoriuin: here are treas- 
ured up all sensations carried to the brain, and 
retained in proportion to the strength or fre. 
quency of the impressions. That the effect of 
all the senses is preserved in the brain, appears 
from the loss of memory which follows any jn. 
jury of the brain, and also from the delirium 
which happens in some diseases. and the stu- 
por, which prevails in others. Solinus informs 
us of a man, who froma wound on the back 
part of the head, so effectually lost all memory 
of the past as not to know his own name. — Pro. 
fessor Richerand gives the following account ot 
an experiment on the brain of an aged female 
whose skull he had occasion to open. “I pres- 
sed down the pledget of lint, on the ceretra! 
mass, and the patient, who was answering my 
questions rationally, suddenly stopped in the 
midst of a sentence, but she went on breathing. 
and her pulse continued to beat. 1 withdrew 
the piedget 5; she said nothing. | asked her if 
she remembered ,my last question ; she replied 
no. Perceiymg that the experiment was with- 
out pein or danger, I repeated it three times, 
and thrice | suspended all feelings and all in- 










iellect.””, Hence we aiso conclude that ali idiot- 
cy, insanity and disorder of i arise from 
deficiency, malfo jon, di injury of 
the brain: and t sease ji tionate to 


tue defect or injury. “IT am cOnvinced, says 
professor Lawrence, from my own experience, 
that very few heads of persons dying deranged, 

will be examined after death, without showing 
diseased structure, or evident signs of increased 
vascular activity. I have examined the heads 
of many insane persons, and have hardly seen 
a single brain, which did not exhibit obvious 
marks of disease.” ‘Therefore we safely con- 
clude that the brain is the source and seat of in- 
tellect. 

( To be continued. ) 
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HY wn. 
O Charity ! thou heavenly grace 
All tender, soft and kind! 
A friend to all the human race, 
To all that’s good inclin’d ! 
The man ofcharity extends 
To all, his liberal hand; 
{lis kindred, neighbors, foes and friends, 
- His pity may command. 
He aids the poor in their distress ; 
He hears when they complain ; 
With tender heart delights to bless, 
An? fessers olf their pain. 
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